Democrat and Chronicle (Rochester, New York) ■ Mon, Jun 17, 2002 ■ Metro ■ Page 1 


3 men accuse priest of abuse 


■ They plan to file a lawsuit today, 
allege he molested them as teens. 

BY STAFF WRITER 
JAY TOKASZ 


Jefl^ Mars vaguely re> 
members the simple plea¬ 
sures of his fust visit to the 
Rev. Robert O'Neill's cot¬ 
tage on the Chaumont 
River. 

He and five other 


teenage boys fished, hiked 
and hung out with the cool 
priest who wore civilian 
clothes and was known as 
"Bob" to most adults. 

Mars will never forget 
the second trip, which is 
burned into ms brain in 
painful, awfiil detail 

**1 remember it like it was 


yesterday.” he says. “I 
would do anything to have 
those years back. I feel so 
cheated that that part of my 
life was miled.” 

Mars alleges in a lawsuit, 
scheduled to be filed in 
Rochester today, that 
O'Neill nsolested him at the 
cottage in the late 1970s. 
Two other men who say 
they were molested by 
OT^eill are also pan of the 
suit, to be filed in State 


The Rev. 
Robert 
O'NeiH 

IS pictured 
here In 1979. 
He is now 
retired. 

Supreme Court by lawyer 
Jeflirey Anderson. 

The two other men — 
identified as John Doe 45 
and John Doe 47 in the suit 


— spoke with the Democrat 
and Chronicle on the condi¬ 
tion that their last names 
not be revealed. 

Both O'Neill and the Ro¬ 
man Catholic Diocese of 
Rochester declined to com¬ 
ment. although diocesan of¬ 
ficials acknowledged in 
May that they were inves¬ 
tigating complaints about 
O'Neill, who is retired. 


PHICST P^E BA 


ON THE WEB 

Read the lawsuit in its 
entirety It will be posted 
soon after Its court riling 
Look for it in Today's 
Highlights’' at 


INSIDE 

A look at the cottage: 
Profile of attorney Jeffrey 
Anderson SA 
Bishops vow to move 
forward 2A 



Priest 


FHO.M W 

Uil month, th* diocnc 
itrippKl O-NcU of hb priestly 
powers end prirUeges beciuse 
oT sexual abuse complaints. He 
cast no longer participete In any 
ministrr, arcar clerical clothing 
or reside in—— -- 


boys — he doesn't remember 
why or how — to sleep ' - 
(yNeininhisbed.hesidi 

“OOC of tfrf 


]6 and lives in Monroe 


Army.' * Mars said by phone 
fromSL Petersburg. Fla. 

Mars said he was 14 or 15 at the 
time and claims he was fondled 

... repeatedly.-I was so scared and 

parish or diocesan p^fled. I don't recaU trying to 



A dark privilege 

It was considered a privilege 
to be asked to go on retreat with 
O'NeilL and usually three to six 
boys at a time were picked. 

-It was exciting to be se¬ 
lected. to be able to go on this 
retreat. Within our parish, it 
had some religious benefits. It 
was an opportunity to pat 
around with friends.- said Jim. 
one of the three accusers in the 
lawsuit, by phone from Or¬ 
lando, Fla., where he now lives. 
He attend^ St. BonUkce School 


The test of the weekend was a 
blur, he said, although nothing 
happened the second night 
when he was required to slMp 
withOTdeiUagaia 
-| curled up in a ball... and 
got as close to the wall as possi¬ 
ble.-he said. 

Mars didn't mentfon the inci- 
dent until three or four years 
later, when be told his best 


of the boys could touch the 
bottom. O'Neill, they diacovered. 
was standing on a large drum in 
the deep- ‘ ' 


*1 Inst pushed 

and started swimming toward 
shore.-he said. 

Paul refuted to sleep in 
O'Neal's bedroom, although one 
of the other boys agteed, he said, 
'open confetsion- with OTIeiU. He alto declined O'NeiU't invi- 
aUegedly dwelled on the tatlon for confession I 
; of masturbation for most woods. Both boys, whose i 


l«Mi Administrator. St 


topic of 
oftbest 


O'Neal was a charismatic per¬ 
sonality who ingratiated himself 
with adults In the parish, jim 
said. Parents trusted him like a 
member of the family aitd most 
did not raise quettkios sbout his 
taking teenage boys on retreats 
-Iv three hours away, in the 


nearly l 

mtAtU 


priest being a heavy drinker, 
sometimes stopping at a bar 
near the cottage and supplying 


O'Neill never again asked 
Mart to the cottage, he said. 

|im visited the cottage twice 
before he eras chosen to sleep 
with O'Neill sometime in the 
winter of 1977, he said. 

As be tried to sleep, be recalls 
twice having to push away 
O’Neal's groping arm. |im also 
called out O'Neill's name, with 
no response, be said. The priest 
eventually did remove hit hand 
from lim't buttocks and genitala, 
be said 

-it was my belief be pretended 
to be tleeping.- said 
A few minutes later. |im said 
he fell O'Neill's hand on hia but¬ 
tocks agaia Jim then got out of 
bed, walked out of the cottage 
and flnalhr came back in and sat 
the toilet for the rest of the 


“The other boys were told to 
go out and play,-said run. who it 
now 41. -He axled tome very in¬ 
appropriate questions — If I 


masturbated and how h feh.- 

‘RtMming hands' 

Masturbation was a common 
topic of con v e rsati on for OTfeill. 
his accusers say. 

Paul, the third man in the 
lawsuit, remembers visiting the 
cottage twice, on midweek trips 
during the summer of 197S. He 
and hit family were members 
of St. lohn the Evangelist 

Nothii^ extraordinary hap¬ 
pened on the first trip, said Paul. 
But on the second trip, with two 
other boys, he said O'Neill re¬ 
quested that they aU swim naked 


later - while O'Neill cooked 
dinner and the three boys svere 
alone — that the priest had 
asked them vdiether they srould 
-masturbate with him' during 
the confettioo, said Paul 
Them - 


p with O'Neal. 


to discover the blanket removed 
and OTfeill robbing his back¬ 
side, he said. 

O'Neal quickly ictumed 10 hit 
bedroom when Paul became 
ainre of what was happening be 
said. The boys returned to 


'On the way home, be said 
several times to all three of us, 
it was basically a threat — Don't 
" your parents about 


this. They’re not going to 


That cold Thaningiving night, 

in 1978 or 1979. Mart was te- _ .. _ 

lected from among the other was cboaen the next momlng for skinny dipping,'' said Paul, who opened up 


^_ 'He said. 'We don't swim In 

Adding to hia humiUatioa. fun bething suits around here. Wb go 

- -.- -.... — 


Paul says be didn't teU anyoue 
umil about to years ago, when he 
I his ^th«. j 


Cottage was a frequent retreat 


CHAUMONT - A couple of 
miles east of Lake Ontario, the 
muddy Chaumoitt Rhcr sUthen 
near the tops of docks after sev¬ 
eral days of May raia A weath¬ 
ered cottage perches on a gen¬ 
tle slope here, overlooking the 
river about fo yards away. 

Decades ago. a Rochester 
priest aOegedly mole s te d boys In 
the tiny cabia 

The Roman Catholic Diocese 
of Rochester it investigating sev¬ 
eral complaintt of a llrgtd sexual 
abuse by the Rev. Robert F. 
O’Neal stemming from the 


Chronicle hat learned that at 
least two men claim they were 
molested In the tpBos when they 
were teens. 

In a telephone interview on 
Friday. OTleiU said he had been 
advised by a lawyer not to make 

sations of abutcf^But'le ac- 



wat to uncomfortable with It 
from the beguming, with that bi- 
vitatioo to somebody that he 
hardly kneva' the said. 

At about the tame lime, 
O'NeOl'i newest neighbor oo the 
rivet Kick Ihyfar. was raithg his 
own concerns privately with his 
wife, who is now deceased, 
about the priest and his young 

'I'm not surprised. My wife 
and 1 talked about it. It looked 
strange. But the said, 'If you 
^ I can't prove It. don't start ru- 


O’NeilTs about six years ago. 
'He always told me they were 
kids from hit parish or r- 


look teenage boys to the cottage 


Many priests hi 
treats for youths. 


enioyed the trips, be said. 

-Timet have changed. It's dif¬ 
ferent today and those things 
arenl dona,' he said. 


JAV 1UkA.sZ ■ 

The Re\'. Ruben O’Neill often hrmight youths ftoin the 
Rochester area to hit cottage by the Chminont River, near 
Watertown. He it now tnring to sell the piojicrty. 


O’Neal said he hadn't taken 
kids to the cottage in a ‘long 
time, 15 years probably.' He later 
said he was unsure how many 
years it hid been. 

According to one parent, 
however. OKeUI was tiul Invit¬ 
ing boys to the cabin as late as 
I 99 «. 

Sandy McCormack of ChUi 
said O'Neal asked her son. 
CoUln. who wm 16 SI the lime, to 
visit the rnttigr McCormack te- 
fbaed to allow her son to go. 


where the McCormack 
bmily had been active members 
for several yetis. 

O’Neill knew ill of the Mc¬ 
Cormacks. but when he called 


Thylor said he hoped the alle¬ 
gations tgainsi OldeiU weie not 
true. -He U ■ htek of s lUtable 
person.- he said. ‘He Is a pleas- 

M^oimack complained 
the dloccM about O'Neill In 
1998. She leceivcd issurances at 
that lime from diocesan ofliciali. 
who told her that he was In¬ 
structed to refrain from taking 
Uds to the cottage, the said. 

Last month, a 'For Sale' sign 


CoOin. said Sandy McCormack, 
who became unnerved by the 
considerable ittcntion her son 
was receiving from the priest *1 


O’Neal's business card, with 
the diocesan logo, was tacked to 
the door. 

OraeOL who said he stOI visits 
the cottage with hit dog, Fhtn- 
tom, conmmed he is trying to 
seU the property j 


Unrelenting lawyer files Rochester suit 



>001. In two instances, the al¬ 
leged victim was told by dioce- 1 
tan officials that he wi ■ 


rector of the Sunrivan Network 
of Iboce Abused by Priests, or 
SNAP, said Anderson's aggres- 

_ _ live tactics are warTantedTcon- 

salion of abuse against O’Neal, sidering the church’s bislorical 
reftital to address the problem of 


suit, which does not specify 
damages, that the dioceie con¬ 
cealed information about 
O’Neal's alleged misconduct. 


Amforaen ih^Vt ’pauL 
Minn., lawyer has been uUng 


three plaintiffs have suffered 

r il pain of mind and body, 
k, emotional dlxtresa. cm- 
barrasement, foes of self-esteem, 
disgrace, bumiUatiaa and Iota of 
enioyineot of life.' 


Thee* 


the statute of limiiaiiana hai not 
expired in this case becauac of 
the dioceic's -iccUem ftulure to 


dent New York City-baaed or- 

CarJf^lhoiics and Calfoillc 
thought and teaching. 'If he's 
going to aay the Catholic 
Church Is Uke the Mafia. I dout 
think he's going to have a lot of 
credibOlty.' 

Scully alio erhieixed Ander¬ 
son for joining s press confer¬ 
ence sponsored by Catholics for 
a Free Choice, which called for 
the United Nations to down¬ 
grade the Holy See's U.N. sta- 

ScuUy called Caibollci for a 
Picc Choke the-moat notorious 
atti-Catholk group in America.' 



w targeu the Ro¬ 
man Catholic Diocese of 
Rochester, la it. Anderson ar¬ 
gues that the diocese was negU- 
geut ind committed 'fkhiciary 
fraud' by allowing the Rev. 
Robert 0 *NeiU to continue in 
pariah ministry despite “red 
IU«t' ladicatiag that the priett 


Theyhadi 
thia priest f 
yean.'said Anderson. 

The three aUe^-' 
they contacted the d 
of them called in the summer of 
aooi: the two othen called in 


The case i_ 

minds Anderson of the first time 
be sued the CatboUc church in 
the early ipBot. 

'tfs paiafuUy similar to a pat¬ 
tern of denial and deception that 
haa pervaded iioce the first cate 
I took.* he said. 

In pressing his cate in 
Rochester, Anderson wUI not 
use federal racketeering laws 
tradirioosOy getfcd toward pros¬ 
ecuting mohsten — t tactic be 
hat attempted in other luritdic- 
tiana. Anderson i ' 
the Vetkan in tt 


'I'm not a lawyer, but If any¬ 
body can puU that off legally if t 
him.' said Cloheity “Some¬ 
body's got to try toowlhing 


the Diooeic of leflenan ( 
Mo., in 1991. HU case was nu- 
miated in 199) when a judge 
luled that the statute ofUmita- 


Nevertheleta, Clohetay and lake a good, hard look at what 
othtr victims view Aodcraon at (Andtnou) it doing.' 
nothing lets than a courageous Anderson views such criti- 
piooeer fat 1 kam sometimm hn- ciem m evidence ihet he's doing 
milialing battle against the hisjabwelL 
Catholk church. “The Csibolic Church stands 

-Whsl makes him so good is ilonc is masters of denial and 
that he combiiiet scniitivity to- deceit,' he said, 
ward vktimt with a very shrewd -They have a circlc-lbe-wag- 
kgal mind (and) with incrediMc ona mentality that U Uke no 
pertiilcncc.' said Ooheisy. other iotthurion.' 

'There's nobody who Each time he won punitive 
comes even close to him In damages agunsi the church, An- 
terms of the experience level derson slid he believed the hi¬ 
ke has.' eraicby would change and crack 

Crirics say Anderson's efforts down on nbusivr priests. That 
to Unk the Vstican to the abuse change stfil haanl occurred — 
scandal In the United States bar- hence the reaaon for the new le- 
dcr on the sbiurd. gil Mntegka. be said. 

*Hc throws the net to (sr and “I don't ' 


pie he repsascnls.' said Patrick one of the bishops heart the 
Scully, t spokesman for the clang of a prison door behind 
Catholic 1 Tuir an indeptn- him.'he said, j 
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]6 tad llm In Monroe 



II. Within 
had aonie roliflona benenta. It 
waa an opportunity to pal 
around with frlendt,' raid llm. 
one of th« ihm accoaera in the 
laaraull, by phone from Or¬ 
lando. Ha, where he now llaca. 
He attended St. Bonifan School 


and play,' aaid lint, arho la 
L'Heaakedaoaeaetyin- 
queatlona — if I 


j O Kelll M 
B three boya an 
alone — that the prieal bad 



That cold Thankaghrlng night, 
in I97< or 1979, Mara waa ae- 
lected from among the other 


Cottage was a frequent retreat 


.— ao uncomfortable with it 
from the beginning, ariib that ha- 
' aomebody that be 



.wu uxu ......u .u., MVTOKA!SZ«« 

m^ed biTte'iiito ISnlhiy The Rc\’. Ruben O'Neill often brought jeiutha ftom the 
*•>* fonm Rochealer area to hia cottage b)' the Chaiununt Rhrct, near 

FriLJ. OlKui’SdbrtodheSS Watertown. He it now oying to acU the property. 

Mhnud tnr a Inrwr iMit tD Biakr 

Bg accU' OTIeiU uid h« h«dii’l ulwo OTIdU. the Mud, began aiking 


Uc^^mack complained to 
the dioceie about O'Neill in 

r;' 


Many prleata h 
treala for youtha. 


r pMtori 

. _ in Chili, where the McCormack 

k According to one parent, fomily had been active membera 
r however, O-NeUI waa aiaiiinlt- for aevcral yuia. 

ing boya to the cabin aa late aa O'Neill knew all of the Me- 
. io9<. Cormacka. but when he called . 

I Sandy McCormack of Chill their home he would aak only far I 

•aid O'Neill aaked her aoo. C.. 

■ Coma, who waa nS at the lime, to « 


atructed to refrain from taking 
klda to the cottage, ahe aaid. 
Lett momh. a "For Sale' lign 
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